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ful vent for our produce, which becomes daily more and more abundant, we shall, from the cheapness of living and of raw materials which result from that circumstance, make great and rapid progress in useful manufactures. This alone is wanting to complete our independence ; we shall then be a world by ourselves, and far from the jars and wars of Europe. Their various revolutions will serve merely to instruct and amuse, like the roaring of a tempestuous sea, which at a certain distance becomes a pleasing sound."
Speaking of Lafayette's position, in a letter to Robert Morris at this time, Morris says : "You will see in this appointment of Moustier, that our friend Lafayette has no kind of influence. He is about to retire into Au-vergne, to spend the winter on his estates. The King and Queen detest him, and the nobles hold him in contempt and abhorrence, so that his sun seems to be set, unless he should put himself at the head of the republican party, who at present are much opposed to him. All this results from feebleness of character and the spirit of intrigue which bring forward the courtier, but ruin the statesman, I am very sorry for him, because I believe he meant well."
"I dine to-day [October ist] with M. de Montmorin. After dinner ask him again for my discourse ; he promises, on his honor, to give it to me. I desire/'him to give the King ray letter about subsistence ; that I care nothing for the event, but it is his duty to lay the matter before His Majesty. , I ask him who made the King's speech,* which was excellent. He assures me that the groundwork is by the King himself. I desire him to make the King observe the difference of effect between this and those Ions: stories
o
which they made him tell heretofore. He says that he has already done so. At the Louvre I meet Short. The Bishop d'Autun, who comes in, takes him aside and holds
* On accepting the Constitution, in the least change myamais fait." Fontenella was the nephew of Corneille, and was born at Rouen.sion, he went to Switzerland. He died in 1829 at Paris.
